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5 minutes on:

• Short introduction of the 
Digital-Environment System 
Coalition (DESC)
• The potentials of such 

scientific networking 
processes to drive policy 
debate towards stronger 
sustainability focus of 
digitalization?
• What (else) would be needed 

to make digitalization work for 
sustainability?

East Africa Data Centre, Nairobi, Kenya
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Many existing initiatives 
on digital sustainability

But none yet 
addresses these 

issues in a 
sufficiently

holistic manner

https://ict4d.org.uk/
http://unwin.wordpress.com/
https://ict4d.org.uk/
http://unwin.wordpress.com/


https://ict4d.org.uk http://unwin.wordpress.comhttps://ict4d.org.uk http://unwin.wordpress.com

Crafting a new more holistic systemic 
framework – exploring the positives and 
negatives within this system
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… rather than mainly
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Clear actions and 
outputs
• Establishing a flexible 

framework
• Developing new research 

clusters
• Engaging in policy dialogue 

and disseminations
• Workshops
• Diversity of publications

• Towards a 2025 report
• Five years before end of 

Agenda 2030
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Potentials of scientific networking 
processes to drive policy debate
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Potentials

• Current positions are very 
entrenched
• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
• The Climate Change agenda (and the 

carbon fetish)
• Driven very largely by powerful private 

sector interests
• Digital tech almost always seen in a 

positive light
• But that makes it all the more

interesting
• Strong evidence base
• Working with relevant stakeholders

• Governments, private sector, civil society,
• Convincing arguments
• Vehement dissemination of ideas
• Active engagement with policy makers
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Making digitalization 
work for sustainability
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Making digitalization 
work for sustainability

• Depends on how sustainability 
is defined!
• Our agenda is very radical
• Claims that much use of digital 

tech is actually “anti-
sustainable”
• Must move beyond just climate 

change to a holistic view of the 
digital-environment system

• Must mitigate the harms if the 
benefits are to be realised

https://therestartproject.org/
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Thanks

To find out more

https://ict4d.org.uk/desc
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