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1.  Critical Theory, ICTs and development 
 
 
Outline 
1. Learning objectives 
2. Indian connection 
3. Understanding ICTs and Development 

• Mindmaps of your thoughts 
• Next session on ICTs 

4. Understanding Development 
• MDGs and SDGs 
• Development as economic growth 
• Poverty and inequality 
• Increasing inequality between the very rich and the very poor 

5. The 4 in ICT4D 
• Reclaiming ICT4D from D4ICT 

6. Conceptual framework: drawing on Critical Theory 
• Habermas: Knowledge-constitutive interests 
• Theory and praxis 
• Knowledge-constitutive interests 
• Reclaiming the normative 
• Emancipation and empowerment 
• Power and the technical interests of science 

7. ICT4D in theory and practice 
• Multidisciplinary challenges 
• Against an instrumental perspective 
• The interests of stakeholders 
• Challenges of emancipation and empowerment 

8. Reclaiming ICT4D 
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