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Revanchism

Late 19c = bourgeois revanchists

Late 20c = neoliberal revanchists

2016/17 = authoritarian revanchists 

the rallying cry of the revanchist 

city might well be: “who lost the 

city? And on whom is revenge to be 

exacted?” – Smith (1996: 222) as 

quoted in Tom Slater (2009 – The 

Revanchist City) 



‘Weaponizing’ the digital

Accounts of (a) urban life (Graham) 

(b) security practices (Amoore)

(c) migration (Jones)

Digital is ‘tooled’ to perform punitive practices

Now more fully ‘weaponized’



Care-tographies

‘Push-back’ against digital revanchism

Expression of another possibility 

Interface design and objects (Ash)

Darkpatterns.org

Darkpatterns.org


Care-tographies

As an ‘ethically and politically charged practice’ (Puig de la Bellacasa 2001:90)

Ontological security as qualitative ‘measure’ of care-tography

Undesirable effects: anxiety, vulnerability, exposure

“broad, connective relations between 

care-givers and receivers through which 

the form, direction and quality of 

attention, responsibility, competence and 

responsiveness can be gauged, selected 

and enacted.”



Representation to Practice

As a representational concern (placing spaces of care ‘on the map’)

Shift to digitally-mediated practices

Need for new protocols

‘Building’ care ‘into’ networked processes



(Failed?) Test 1: Sukey
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(Abandoned) Test 2: I Sea
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Vocabulary/Framework

Emergent ‘exposures’ and ‘vulnerabilities’ inadequately dealt 

with

Capture mechanisms turning everyday activities into archival 

(re)sources – ‘field of vulnerability’ (Veel)

Affecting (a) attention paid and (b) competence of care work



Task

New ‘design patterns’ 

New ‘user profiles’

New ‘user journeys’

Patterning as ‘await[ing] subjectivation’ (Dieter 2016: 170)

In effect, bringing into being new care relations


